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ON THE LOVE OF GOD TO MANKIND. 
The love of God to men his creatures, 
is justly entitled to our gratitude and 
thanksgiving. It is a subject, on which the 
Law is built, and that from which the Gos- 
pel proceeds. 
The truth and undeniable reality of this’ 
love is evidenced by every thing we see a- 
round us ; whether in the heaveris, which 
are adorned with wondrous and innumeta- 
ble worlds of light; or in the globe, on 
which we live. There is not an object in 
heaven above, or earth beneath, of which 
it can be said, that that object does not ex- 
press that love. 
It is seen in the sun and every star ; “in 


dient, therefore, God could not consistently 
love us. _ 

Others have supposed, that some kind of 
satisfaction must be made to our offended 
Father, or his nature would be opposed to 
the extension of love to man. 

And again, it has been supposed, that 
God’s love to man, in the instances, in 
which it is exercised, (and they are suppos- 
ed to be but few) is the greatest of all won- 
ders ; infinitely more wonderful than if he 
had cast them off and hated them forever. 

With respect to the consistency of God’s 
loving sinners, or the need of a satisfaction 
before it can be exercised, we have hereto- 


fore spoken. 


That it is more wonderful, by far, that 


Orion, in the Pleiades and the Chambers of God should love any, or all his sinful crea- 
the South.” The earth likewise is full of his tures, than that he should cast them off and 
goodness. So is the great and wide sea, hate them forever, is a point to which it is 


in which are things creeping innumerable, 
both small and great beasts. civ. Psa. 25. 
The apostacy of mah has not, in the 
least, impaired this love. It remains unal- 
terable and perpetual. If it had been im- 
paired by the fall of man, God would not 
so have loved the world as to give his Son to’ 
reveal tous his eternal purposes of love and 
kindness. The whole plan of the Gospel is 
a most clear and unquestionable expression ; 


necessary, that we make some remarks. 

We are excited from every consideration 
to acknowledge the wonders of God’s love 
to man ; its greatness can never sufficient- 
ly be extolled; nor its unchangeableness 
and perpetuity be fully understood. 

It will be the theme of everlasting adora- 
tion, of thanksgiving and praise: the honor 
and glory which is due for divine love, ex- 
celling love of every other kind, will em- 


of this love. | ploy not only ten thousand tongues, but the 
It is abundantly attested by the Father, tongues of every creature in heaven, in 
by the Son, by the Spirit in the word, and earth, under the earth, and in the sea, in 
was declared by the angels to the shepherds. the song of universal praise and thanksgiv- 
All the care extended to us, in his provi-, ing. 
dence, is a confirmation of his good will to; Yet we may express our feelings with 
men. Upon the evil and the good he makes | respect to this point, (though actuated by 
his sun to rise ; upon the just and unjust, | very good motives,) in a very unsuitable 
he makes his rain to fall. In short, he is; and unjustifiable manner. Indeed so far 
good unto all, and his tender mercies are: may an honest zeal and good intention to 
over all his works. cxlv. Psa. 9. Thus eve-; promote the glory of God and the good of 


ty thing bespeaks this love. God is love. 1 
John iv. 8. 


Some remarks upon what has been and 
still is said with respect to God’s love 
to man. 


The views, which men have entertained 
on this subject, have been vastly dissi- 
milar. 

Some have entertained the thought, that, 
% We had become rebellious and disober 





his cause on earth, carry us, that instead of 
promoting the wished for object, in the 
opinion of the judicious, it will have a ten- 
dency to lessen it in their esteem. 

This surprise of ours at God’s love, and 
why we are apt to believe it more wonder- 
ful that God should love us, than that he 
should hate us forever, originates from this 
—that we do not sufficiently discriminate 
between sin and the sinner. Knowing that 


Ged hates sin, apd ever will hate it, men 
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have supposed, that he must likewise hate 
the sinner. If this were the case, then no 
love could ever have been exercised toward 


tonishment which is now discovered, co 
never have existed. | 

But believing that to be a truth, that God 
hated sinners equally with sin, men have 
acknowledged in their prayers, that it was 
the greatest matter of wonder and admira- | 
tion that they were out of hell; that if they’ 
had been sent to hell long ago, God would 
have been just. 

But truth teaches us, that it would be/| 
matter of infinitely greater wonder, if sin-| 
ners were in hell, than it is that they are out | 
of it. The reason is at hand :—God never | 
threatened to send sinners to endless hell, | 
nor did his Justice ever require it ; there- 
fore, if, contrary to any threatening of his, 
and in opposition to justice, sinners should 
be sent to hell, it would be much more 


wonderful than to have things as they are. ! 


It would be in opposition to the nature of 
the Deity, and every one of his perfections 
would be dissatisfied ; the angels of heaven 
would mourn, and men on earth would 
cease to hope. 

It is wonderful from whence sprung the 
belief, that justice required an hell of end- 
less torture for sinners, and that this must 
be inflicted, if justice do not receive satis- 
faction. 

Such a threatening, or that which a- 
mounts to it, is not to be found within the 
lids of the Bible. It by no means, corres- 
ponds with reason, that precious gift of 
God to man; and every thing as a transac- 
tion of ours, which should bear the least re- 
semblance to it, should be reprobated and 
execrated by every man of feeling or hu- 
manity. None but malicious souls could de- 
sire it; and none but the self-righteous and 
ignorant would ever pretend to inculcate it. 

Fn answer to this we observe, that if jus- 
tice requires no such thing, it follows that 
we deserve no such thing: for we cannot 
deserve that, which justice does not de- 
mand. 

Hence from all reasoning on this subject, 
it is evident, that the love of God to sinful 
men, though it be wonderful, yet it is con- 
sistent-with his nature; but if he should 
hate them, and send them to an endless 
hell, it would be much more wonderful, be- 
cause that would be contrary to his nature : 
the former would be consistent, the latter 
would be taconsistent with all his periec-. 
uions. 





Some consequences which would follow 
from the views of our opponents. 


If God would have been just in our dam. 
. , ay’ ¢ PSe . z . ° 
sinners ; consequently, the wonder and es | nation, I see not but he is unjust in our sal- 


_vation. Justice cannot demand both; and 


if justice does demand the damnation of 
sinners it must be inconsistent with their 
salvation. 

Hence the abettors of endless damnation 
would shut the door forever against, even 
their own salvation. They pretend that this 
is not a conclusive argument, because that 
Christ has made satisfaction to justice. 

We have proved in a former number, 
that Christ did not make satisfaction to jus- 
tice; and till that be disproved, we shall 
consider the objection to be destitute of any 
weight. 

If no satisfaction be made to justice, and 
justice demands our eternal damnation, then 


it follows that our salvation is impossible, 


Hence, according to every limitarian 
plan, the door of salvation, against every hu- 
man creature is shut, so long as God is just 
or acts consistent with himself. 

From our opponents’ arguments it would 
follow, that we ought to be filled with great- 
er admiration at the injustice of God, than 
at his remaining just. They say, that it is 
the greatest of all wonders, and that which 
causes the highest admiration, that God 
should love sinners ; which is the same as 
saying, that it is the greatest of all won- 
ders, and that which causes the highest ad- 
miration, that God should be unjust instead 
of being just—why ? because if justice de- 
mands the damnation of sinners, they nevei 
can be saved, only at the expense of jus- 
tice. Eprror. 





“God is our refuge and strength a very 
present help in trouble. Therefore will we 
not fear, though the earth be removed and 
the mountains carried into the midst of the 
sea.” Psalm xlvi. 1, 2. 


These words are matter of great consola- 
tion to every contemplative and candid per- 
son. Are we in danger from the elements, 
from enemies, from diseases, from sin, from 
death? there is a refuge, and that refuge is 
God. God is a refuge for us. Psa. Ixii. 8. 
A refuge is a place of safety from danger. 
The cities of refuge were a place of safety 
from the avenger of blood. A fortress is 3% 
place of safety from an enemy, &c. &c. 
But as all places of safety of an earthly 
kind, may be taken by an enemy, there 
fore God is represented <s a refuge which 
never can fail us, for he is our refuge and 




















strength likewise. Here is a present help in 
troubie. He is an. Almighty and unchange- 
able friend. ‘This name of the Lord is a 
strong tower, the righteous runneth into it, 
and is safe. Prov. xviii. 10. Our help com- 
eth from the Lord, which made heaven and 
earth. Psa. cxxi. 2. The consolation, ori- 
ginating from the above considerations, will 
be very sensible, in the time of sickness, 
and is what ought to be mentioned as a 
thank offering, which is due to him, who is 
the greatest and best of Beings. The skil- 
ful and prudent care of the physician, and 
his usefulness in the healing art, entitles 
him to the esteem of his fellow citizens, and 
io that endearing epithet, which Paul gave 
Luke, which was that of the “ beloved phy- 
sician.” Yet in spiritual as in temporal af- 
fairs, the care and skill of the beloved phy- 
sician depend upon the blessing of the Al- 
mighty. As he is our refuge and strength, 
and our present help in trouble, so let it be 
the business of every one to rely upon and 
believe this truth. God is our refuge, whe- 
ther we believe it or not; our faith does not 
make him such ; but by faith in it, we have 
the happiness resulting therefrom. 

Let Bt business, therefore, of eve- 
ry person to rejoice in God as a refuge, 
both living and dying; knowing that whe- 
ther we live, we live unto the Lord; that if 
we die, we die unto the Lord ; that there- 
fore, whether we live or die, we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end, Christ hath died, 
and rose and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and living, Rom. viv. 8, 
, Our patrons and correspondents are in- 
formed, that the editorial subjects will soon 
be continued as usual, if Providence con- 
tinues to increase and confirm the health of 
the Eprror. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 


“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all 
thy work, but the seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord thy God,” &c. 4th com- 
mandment. 


The passage I have quoted above is part 
of the 4th commandment, given by Jehovah 
to the children of Israel, to be by them ob- 
served during the Mosaic dispensation. I 
have here cited it for the purpose of intro- 
ducing a few remarks upon the use many 
modern christians make of it in relation to 
the day now observed im christian countries 
as a Sabbath. Man is so much the creature 
of habit, that when a custom has once re- 
ceived the sanction of long usage, however 


ne ee ee 





erroneous it may be in itself, the person whe 
writes or speaks against it, has many pre- 
judices to encounter ; and not unfrequently 
he entirely fails of obtaining an impartial 
hearing. And this, there is some reason to 
believe, will be my case, in setting aside the 
common notion that the Sabbath with us, i. 
@. the first day of the week, is “ holy 
: time,” as we often hear it called. Let not 
the reader be in haste to condemn me when 
_he reads my assertion that the day we call 
‘Sabbath is not set forth in scripture as a 
,day in aay respects different from other 
‘days. This may sound strangely to some 
ears 3 indeed there is no doubt it will, but 
‘it is true, nevertheless, and will be found 


'so upon due examination. The command- 


ment, part of which is there quoted, lived 
|; and died with the Mosaic Law, which was 
finished or made an end-of by Christ, and 
none has ever been divinely substituted 
for it. I know we read in the “Larger Cat- 
echism of the Presbyterian Church,” of 
the Sabbath day, “ which was the seventh 
from the beginning of the world to the re- 
surrection of Christ, and the first day of the 
week ever since, and so to continue to the 
end of the world; which is the Christian 
Sabbath.” But this is not supported by the 
Bible. 

If any day is now set apart by divine 
authority, it is the seventh day of the week, 
and not the first. Let those, therefore, who 
are constantly quoting “remember the Sab- 
bath day to keepitholy,” observe the se- 
venth day of the week (Saturday) as holy, 
and keep it as a Sabbath. This done, by 
the same authority they will renew the 
whole Mosaic order, and practice all its re- 
quirements with scrupulous exactness, or 
subject themselves to the appearance of 
great inconsistency, and want of respect for 
divine authority. 

How the capital error of calling our pre- 
sent Sabbath a day appointed by the Deity 
to be observed as “ holy,” first came into 
existence, it is now too late to know. But 
one thing we alldo know, viz. that the 
practice is one which is pregnant with much 
mischief. It is one which teaches us that 
we should be better upon that day than up- 
on any other. This is injurious to the mor- 
als of the community, for a man learns by 
it, that he has no need of doing as well as 
he can seven days in a week, but is only re- 
quired to do so one day in seven ; and have 
ing done well that one day, he can pass the 
succeeding six in a more loose and irreli- 
gious life, without doing wrong. Here is 








the doctrine taught by this belief ; and that 
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it is wrong we all know. Every man should 
be as good on Tuesday as on every other 
day, and so upon each of the other six. 

Let it not be said that by these remarks, 
I wish to have the ordinances of our Sab- 
bath disregarded. This is by no means my 
wish. Though I do not look upon our Sab- 
bath as of divine appointment, yet I think 
the observance of one day in seven, as a 
day of rest‘and worship, is highly bene- 
ficial to society, and therefore wish to see 
the practice adhered to; but I object to 
that belief which teaches me that I am not 
bound by the laws of my Maker, to be as 
good a christian as J can every day of my 
life. The christian’s Sabbath is and should 
be, every day, without distinction. H, 





To Mr. Boardman, Preacher of the Meth- 
vdist Connexion in Clarence 
and its vicinity. 

Sin—That there should be differences of 
opinion, in the christian’ world, respecting 
soine of the doctrines of the bible, was nev- 
er a matter of admiration; but that those 
diierent sentiments should be the cause of 
pe:secution and of severe reflections and 
animadversions, always has proved the 
weakness and depravity of human nature, 
and given ful! conviction that zeal without 
knowledge, in the hand of an enthusiast, is 


as dangerous as firebrands, arrows and\| 


death, in the hand of a madman. 
} am constrained.to make these remarks 


from an account I have had of your sermon | 


deliverea at Ransom’s Gyove, Sunday the 
10th inst. 
You are represented as dealing out, with 


instance, in which God was not good to you, 
It is equally the case with every humag 
creature. God is and ever was good unto 
all ; and unless he has mercies, which are 
better than his tender mercies, then all crea. 
tures are interestéd in that mercy which is 
life, and which endureth forever ; for his 
tender mercies are over all his works. 

If the universal experience of men, in al] 
ages, proves that God is good to all, it is 
reason sufficient why we should believe it to 
be true : and does that truth, thus substan. 
tiated, prove the scriptures to be false ? was 
itnot a bold and unjustifiable expression of 
yours, that if the doctrine of God’s univer- 
sal goodness were true, that the bible was 
false? 

That bible, in which we both profess to 
believe, perfectly agrees with our experience. 
It says, in so many words, what our exper- 
ience teaches. But it no where tells us 
that God hates, at one time, that which he 
loves at another, 

If you attribute fury to the Almighty, he 
denies the charge by saying, that “fury is 
notin me.” If you say that he changes, 
his declaration is, “I change ip rere 
ye sons of Jacob are not constified.” If 
you assert that God bates sinners, your own 
experience in connexion with the scriptures, 
proves the assertion i. be groundless ; for 
how, then, could he so love the world of 
sinners as to give his son for their salvation? 
If he hated sinners, he hated all sinners ; 
how, then, could he “purpose in himself, 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of 
time, he might, gather together in one ali 
things in Christ?” If he hates sinners, 





a liberal hand, the severest denunciations of, where is there any room for his “good will 


divine wrath against the believers in God’s 
universal govdness : representing their doc- 
trine as a lie 5; and ii it be true, that the bi- 
ble is false; snd that the preachers of this 
doctrine propagate the same knowing it to 
be false. 

Thus far we have the ipse dixit of Mr. 
Boardman ; and I am convinced that if any 
man of knowledge and prudence, had, in an 
unguarded moment, exhibited such bold and 


.tomen ?” Ifhe hates sinners, how is it, 
that his love to us is first, and ours to him, 
the effect of his previouslove ? If he hates 
sinners, how is it that God before the foun- 

dation of the world, gave the human family 

. eternal lifein Christ ? If God hates sinners, 
how came the beloved disciple John to say, 
that he had seen and did testify, “that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world?” How came John the Baptist to 





unwarrantable assertions, all his after life say of Christ, that he was “the Lamb of 
would have been filled with self-condemn- God, which taketh away the sins of the 
ation and shame : but Mr. Boardman, with- world ?” How came Christ to say, when 
out any arguments, makes the assertions he was lifted up from the earth, “I will 
with all the confidence of seven men, who draw all men to me ?”—that he “came to 
render a reason. seek, and to save that which was lost ?”-— 


Is it a lie to say that God is good? Is it How could Peter and John, if God hated 
a lie to say that God is good to all ?—The sinners, tell the people, “that God should 
universal experience of men, in all ages, send Jesus Christ which before was preach- 
proves that God is and always was good ed unto them, whom the heavens must re- 
untoall men. You, Sir, cannot exhibit one | ceive until the time ef the festitution of al 
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things, which God has spoken by the mouth lock up inthe prison of hell, lay up the key 

of al his holy prophets since the world be- to rust, and torment them, the wicked, in 
an ?”——Acts iii. 20, 21. Did God mean ‘hell-fire to all eternity ? 

to have Abraham understand that hehated| — Sir, J have written this letter with no bad 

all nations, when he promised him that in) intents so far as I know myself, it is with a 


his seed, (Christ,) all nations should be! good design. 

blessed ? And to Isaacand Jacob, that all ' : ’ 

the families and kindred of the earth should | pe ve ama 1 hor =. gulls 
be blessed ? And did Paul mean God’s ha- y u : a 

tred to sinners, when he said “that the law I confess that after the way which I my» 
which was 430 years after could not disan- | self once considered heresy, so worship 1 
nul that it should make the promise of none the God of my fathers, believing all things 
effect ?”? that are written in the law and in the pro- 


Mr. Boardman, the time would fail me to phets. 


recite the plain unequivocal passages to the! _ Ihave an equal belief in the salvation of 
above effect. They prove, if they prove: all mankind that I have of God or my own 
4 existence. This, however, I do not men- 


any thing, that instead of God’s hating sin-. 


ners, he has from eternity, set his love on: tion as a reason why you should believe it, 


them, and his purpose, counsel, determina- | but only to convince you of the posta of 
tion or will is their final salvation ; and ™Y intentions—that { do ug tg ‘ike. 
this counsel will stand and God will do all: thing and helieve another. nis is, like- 
his pleasure i wise, the case with all our preachers so fay 
Will you now say that all these, with al hen + gente ae a 
thousands of other scriptures are false >— waa ey. a ipaadlager ogee eo = 
_They prove the doctrine of Universal Sal-, Cayuga creek, when you told us that Christ 


. . > 9 . 5 
vation, or gyords can prove nothing. Now appeased his Father’sanger. Do you think 
are wie >—will you assert that if that | that that is true ?—to me it is a dreadful 


doctriné®e true, the scriptures are false ? ee idea... bi ae” cans. 9 by 8 thet 
Sir, there is one very strong evidence a- , ¥© MUS! procure the Civine tavor or be mis- 


gainst the truth of the limitarian doctrine, as - able - Doy si think _ this can na ith 
preached by your denomination and all oth- — PHteg 20.5, 6 Cy Se 
er denominations on the limited plan, and Se ee 
that is, that you are unwilling to meet us on! _ If God had not been our everlasting, un- 
the footing of a fair and candid investiga- | changeable friend, we should forever have 
tion ; this you refuse to do, but content | remained his enemies, and his favor could 
yourselves with the method which you a-; never have been procured ; therefore all our 
dopted the last Sabbath, to theshame of the | hope arises from this, that God is and al- 
modest—the grief of the sensible and candid, Ways has been, and always will be our 
and to the exultation of the weak and sim-_ friend and design the happiness of his crea- 
»ple part of community. ‘tures. Thus “we love him because he first 
We now assert that we are willing to loved us.” 
meet you or any of your adherents on the a-|_ It appearsto me that the true character 
bove grounds ; and the columns of this pa-' of God is not exhibited by those who limit 
per shall be at your service, and perfect im- his mercy and goodness. You sir, accord- 
partiality shall be observed. ing to my apprehension, have given a very 
As to your assertion, that our preaching erroneous idea of God. First—That he is 
is a lie, and that we know it, I would only changeable ; which you declareby saying, 
observe ; that personal reflections, however that he loves us when we do well, and hates 
severe, are not so disagreeable as reflections us when we do wrong. Second—That he 
against the scriptures,and against the truth ; is a wrathful and an angry God. Third—~ 
yet such personal reflections have a bad ef-| As a God absolutely destitute of mercy or 
fect on society, for we believe with Mr. goodness to the greatest part of his crea 
Whitfield, that that religion which is not! tures. Fourth—That he needed the sere 
attended with good manners, is not the reli- vice of his son to make him propitious to 
sion of the bible. his sinful creatures. I consider all these 
Sir, how do you reconcile the idea of God _ particulars as a description of some imagin- 
in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, ary, false deity ; but not a description of the 
not imputing their trespasses unto them, | true God our Saviour. He is unchangea- 
with your description last Sabbath, of the| ble; in one mind #his mercy endureth for- 
greatest part of mankind, whom God will! ever and is over all his creatures, and his 
} 
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love was from eternity—consequently could 
never be procured. 
Sir, I am yours, in Friendship. 
Epiror. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
TO THE ORTHODOX CLERGY. 
(Concluded from our last. ) 


Wuen I hear professors of the common 
religion assert that if they believed the sal- 
vation of all men secure, they would gladly 
yield themselves to the dominion of sin; 
that they should think it no matter what 
they did; that they should think it of no 
use to lead virtuous lives, &c.—when I hear 
their clergymen generally contend that the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation destroys the 
motives to virtue, and encourages vice, I 
stand in amazement at this proof of a gene- 
ral want of moral principle. I confess, it is 
with difficuity that I bring myself to submit 
to the eyidence of my own senses. But 
these things are indisputable facts ; and they 
coincide with, and most strongly confirm, 
the course of reasoning pursued in the for- 
mer part of this address. They demonstrate 
the truth of this statement, viz. The fear of 
endless misery, however it may affect the 
actions, does not rectify the dispositions of 
mind, 

2. In connexion with the foregoing, it 
seems necessary that you take into conside- 
ration that it is impossible to make people 
act, a long time, in opposition to their es- 
tablished dispositions, or constant feel- 
tngs. Our feelings or dispositions are the 
source whence our actions proceed 3 and 
therefore our actions must, in the main, cor- 
respond with them. So evideutly is the case, 
that it is universally received as a general 
rule, that people’s dispositions may be 
known by their conduct ; and our Saviour 
has given the sanction of his authority to 
this sentiment: “ Do men gather grapes of 
thorns,” says he, “ or figs of thistles ? Even 
so every good tree bringeth forth good 
fruit ; but every corrupt tree bringeth forth 
evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth 
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit.—Wherefore, by their 


Sruits ye shail know them.” Matt. vii. 16 


—20. Such is the necessary accordance of 
our general conduct with our dispositions. 

In view of this fact, is it reasonable, Gen- 
tlemen, to expect that the fear of endless 
misery will produce any /asting reforma- 
tion in the very actions of people, when, as 
we have before shown; it leaves their dis- 
positions as corrupt as ever? No, indeed ; 








ee 


especially when we take into consideration 
another circumstance : | 
3. Youare obliged by your system of 
doctrine to give the transgressor to under. 
stand that if he only repent before he dies 
he will certainly escape the awful punish. 
ment, with the threatening of which you 
have endeavored to terrify him! I have too 
much confidence in your discernment, Gen- 
tlemen, to suppose it necessary to illustrate 
this subject any farther in order to shew you 
that the fear of endless misery, as you in- 
culcate it, is utterly incompetent to reform 
mankind. MARCUS, 





From the Herald of Salvation. 
CONTROVERSIAL. 


In presenting our readers with the follow- 
ing’trial of Mr. E. Elwall, for heresy and 
blasphemy, at Stafford assizes,(Eng.) which 
occurred in the year 17763 we comply 
with the request of several of our subscri- 
bers. 

The bitter spirit of persecution was suc- 
cessfully opposed by the honesty, frankness 
and independence of Mr. Eiwall; and 
whether his sentiment be comfigered cor- 
rect, or incorrect, every well ae per- 
son will rejoice in his triumph over priest- 
ly bigotry and persecution. 


The Triumph of Truth, 


Because so many persons have earnestly 
desired to read this trial, I have here pub- 
lished a second edition of it, in order to en- 
courage all honest men, who have the eter- 
nal law of God on their side, not to fear the 
faces of priests, who are generally the grand 
adversaries of liberty and truth; and the 
bastions and bulwarks of all ceremonies, 
and absurd doctrines that are in the world. 

I do this for the glory of the most high 
God, and for the good of all my fellow 
creatures ; that they may obey God, and not 
man ; Christ, and not the pope; the pro- 
phets and apostles, and not prelates and 
priests: and God knoweth that this is my 
sincere desire, that ali religion and spiritu- 
al things may be perfectly free, neither for- 
ced nor hindered ; this being the true liber- 
ty of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who said, 
The kings of the Gentiles exercise authort- 
ty, but it shall not be so with you. 

About fourteen years ago, I wrote a book 
entitled, “A true testimony for God and 
his sacred law; being a plain, honest de- 
fence of the first commandment of God, a 
gainst all Trinitarians under heaven, Thou 
shalt have no other Gods but me.” 1 liv- 
ed then at Wolverhampton, in Staffordshire 
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where my ancestor: have lived above elev- 
en hundred years, ever since the Saxons 
conquered the Britons. 

When this book was published, the priests 
in the country began to rage, especially the 
priests of Wolverhampton; who had a 
great hand inthe troubles I underwent.— 
In short, they never ceased till they had pro- 
cured a large indictment against me at the 
Stafford assizes ; where I felt the power of 








ae 


ed, that thou rhightest know, that the Lord, 
he is God, there is none else besides him ; 
out of heaven he madeus hear his voice,” 
&c, I told them, that from the words he, 
and him, and his, it was certain God was 
but one single he, or him, or his. Ttold them 
that all the patriarchs from the beginning of 
the world, did always address themselves 
to God, as one single being. O thou Most 
High God, possessor of heaven and earth ; 


God enabling me to speak before a very! and Abraham said to the king of Sodom, 


great number of people ; being accused of 
heresy, &c. ButI truly answered as my 
beloved brother Paul did in his day, viz. 
“In that way which some call heresy, so 
choose I to serve the God of my fathers, 
believing all that is written in the law and 
the prophets.” 

After the long indictment was read, I was 
asked if I pleaded guilty or not guilty. I 
said I was not guilty of any evil, that I knew 
of, in writing that book ; but if they meant 
whether I wrote the book or not (for they 
had quoted many pages of the book in that | 
indictment) I owned I did write it ; and that | 
if I might have liberty to speak, I believed 
I should make it manifest to be the plain 
truth of God. 

Then the judge stood up and said, Mr. 
Elwall,fsuppose “ you have had a copy 
of your indictment ?” I told him I had not 
had any copy of it. Upon which he turned | 
towards the priests, and told them that I 





ought to have had a copy of it. But they 
not answering, he turned to me, and said, | 
that if I would give bail, and be bound to! 
appear at the next assizes, he would defer | 
my trial till then. But I told him I would | 
not give bail, neither should any man be| 
bound for me; that if the Prince of Wales | 
himself would, he should not; for, said I,| 
I have an innocent breast, and I have injur- |; 
ed no man; and therefore I desire no other | 
favor, but that I may have liberty to plead | 
to the indictment myself. Upon which he | 
said, very courteously, you: may. 

The judge having given me liberty of | 


“T have lift up my hand unto the Lord, the 
Most High Ged, the possessor of heaven 
and earth,” &e. They knew nothing of a 
trinity, nor of God’s being a plurality of 
persons 5 that monstrous doctrine was not 
then born, nor for two thousand years af- 
ter, till the apostacy and Popery began to 
put up its filthy head. 

Then I told them, that all the prophets 
witnessed to the truth of the same pure un- 
corrupted unitarian doctrine of one God, 
and no other but he ; “have we not all one 
father, ,hath not one God created us ?”— 
Then I told them the words of God to Ab- 
raham, “I am God Almighty, walk before 
me and be thou perfect ;” and by the pro- 
phet Isaiah, “To whom will ye liken me, 
or shall I be equal, saith the holy one,” not 
the holy three. I told them that the words 
me and one, did utterly exclude any other 
person’s being God, but that one single me : 
and that God himself often testifies the same 
truth, by saying, “is there any God besides 
me ?” andthen tells us plainly, “there is no 
God, I know not any ; [ am the Lord and 
there is none else ; there is no God besides 
me.”’—Isa. xiv. 5. 

Now, said I, let God be true, but every 
man a liar, that is, every man that contra- 
dicteth him; for he is the God of truth ; 
he says, “I lift my hand, I say, I live forev- 
er.” 

After [had pleaded many texts in the 
old testament, I began to enter the new 3 and 
told them, that our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
prophet, like unto Moses, held forth the 









pleading to the indictment, I began my jsame doctrine that Moses had done; for 
speech with the sacred first commandment when a certain ruler came to ask him 
of God, viz. Thou shalt have no other Gods , which was the first and great command- 
but Me. 1 insisted upon the word me being | ment (or how he expounded it) he told him 
a singular; and that it was plain and cer- | the same words that Moses had said. “Hear 
tain, that God spake of himself, as one QO Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lord,” 
single person or being, and not three dis-) not three, “and thou shalt love the Lord 
tinct persons. And that it was manifest,}thy God with all thy heart, &c. and the 
that all the church of God, which then heard ' scribe said, “Thou - hast answered right for 
those words, understood it in the same plain ; there is but one God, and there’ is no oth- 
obvious sense as I do; as is most evident, er but he,’ &c. Then 1 mentioned the 
from the words of the prophet Moses, who ; words of Christ, in the 17th of John, verse 
said to Israel thus ; * Unto thee it was shew-, 3, as very remarkable and worthy of al! 
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their observation ; “This is life eternal, to | hatched in hell; that it never came from 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus | Jesus Christ ; that he and his followers 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” And then I! were often persecuted themselves, but they 
turned my face directly to the priests, (my | never persecuted any; that we had now a 
prosecutors, who all stood on the right side very flagrant instance of it by the papists of 
of the judge,) now said I, since the lips of Thorn: where they first took away the 
the blessed Jesus, which always spoke the . schools where our brethren the protestants 
truth, says, his Father is the only true God; educated their children ; then they took a. 
who is he, and who are they that dare set way the places of their religious worship ; 
up another, in contradiction to my blessed then they put them in prisons ; then con. 
Lord, who says, his Father is tlie only true fiscated their estates, and last of all, took 
Ged? away their lives. 

And I stopped here, to see if¢any of Now we can cry out loud enough against 
them would answer; but the power of God this, and show the inhumanity, cruelty, and 
came over them, so that all their mouths _barbarity of it; but, said I, if we, who call 
were shut up, and not one of them spake a ourselves protestants, shall be found acting 
word. So that I turned about over my left | in the same spirit, against others, the crime 
shoulder, and warned the people in the fear | will be greater in us than in them, because 
of Ged, not to take their religious senti- we have attained to greater degrees of light 
ments from men, but from God; not from than they. 
the Pope, but from Christ ; not from pre-' However, I told them, that I had put my 
lates nor priests, but from the prophets and house in order and made up my accounts 
apostles. , with all men as near as I could: and that 

And then I turned towards the judge and as | owed no man any thing, so I would not 
told him, that I was the more convinced of pay a penny towards this prosecution. And 
the truth of what I had said, from the that I was sure of it, that whatever finé 








words of my blessed Lord; who said, 
“ call no man Father here upon earth; for 
one is your Father, even God, and call no 
man master, for one is your master even 
Christ.” From hence, said I, I deduce this 
natural inference, that in all things that are 
of a spiritual nature, we ought to take our 
religion from God and his prophets, from 
Christ and his apostles. It will be too long 
to mention all the texts and proofs that I 
made use of ; I will only add one or two, as 
that of Paul, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 5, 6, where the 
apostle tell us, ‘ There is no other God but 
one; for tho’ there be they that are called 
gods (as there be gods many, and lords 
many ) both in heaven and earth; but to us 
there is but one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things ;” so that I told them here 
was a plain demonstration; for he says, 
there is but one God ; and tells us who that 
one God is, that is, the Father. And there- 
fore no other person could be God but the 
Father only ; and what I had wrote in my 


‘book was the plain truth, and founded on 


God’s own words, “Thou shalt have no 
other Gods but me.” 

In short, I could plainly perceive there 
was a general convincement through the 
court. The judge and the justices of the 
peace did not like the prosecution; but 
saw plainly that out of envy the priests 
had done it. I then began to set before 
them the odious nature of that hell-born 


principle of persecution, and that it was ' 


' they laid on me, or whatever hole or prison, 
said I, you thrust me into, I shall find 
God’s living presence with me, as I feel it 
this day: And so ended my speech, 

( To be continued. ) 





DIED, 

At Cumberland, (R. I.) on the morning 
of the 23d June, Brother Asa Wheaton. lt 
is not a year since he received from the 
General Convention of Universalists a let- 
ler of fellowship as a preacher of the gos- 
pel “of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple ;” but it has pleased the Lord of the har- 
vest to call his laborer to rest in the morn- 
ing of his day. Let not our hearts repine. 


Christ. Int. 





Pleasure is very seldom found where is 
is sought. Our brightest blazes of gladness 
are commonly kindled by unexpected 
sparks. The flowers that scatter the sweet- 
est odours in the path of life, generally grow 
without culture, from seeds sown by chance. 





The common foible of women who have 
been handsome, is to forget that they are no 
longer so. Few people know how to be old. 
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